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Benefits of circular economy for 
cities and regions  

•jobs and economic development
•reduced carbon emissions
•social impact
•innovation and entrepreneurial 
opportunities

•thriving, livable areas fit for the future



Resource 
consumption causes 
significant GHG 
emissions within 
cities & regions

It causes a similar 
amount of impact 
elsewhere for goods 
imported into the 
region

Taken from “Consumption-based GHG 
emissions of C40 cities”, March 2018



How can local/regional authorities 
support?

Strategic

•policy

•procurement
•communications

•innovation

Activity

• collaboration
• demonstration / living 

lab
• business support

• finance



Who’s working on this already?
Cities 
•Peterborough
•Glasgow
•London
•Amsterdam 
•Paris
•New York

Regions
• York, North Yorkshire East 

Riding LEP
• Coast to Capital LEP

Countries 
• Scotland
• Denmark 



Resources  
C40, Municipality led circular economy initiatives
https://www.c40.org/researches/municipality-led-circular-economy

Smart Specialisation Hub, Mapping circular economy activities in the UK
http://smartspecialisationhub.org/publications/mapping-circular-economy-
activity-in-the-uk/

Ellen MacArthur Foundation, Completing the picture: How the circular 
economy tackles climate change
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/climate-change

C40, Consumption based GHG emissions of C40 cities
https://www.c40.org/researches/consumption-based-emissions

https://www.c40.org/researches/municipality-led-circular-economy
http://smartspecialisationhub.org/publications/mapping-circular-economy-activity-in-the-uk/
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/climate-change
https://www.c40.org/researches/consumption-based-emissions

