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Terry O’Neill

• MSc Immunology, PhD Viral Immunology

• Biotech vaccine development

• Startups

• Business Development
• Medical Technologies
• Head of Health KTN
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Innovate UK “Connect”

Thematic Focus
Deep Expertise and Powerful 

Connections



Connecting for Positive Change

• Sector knowledge
• Emerging technologies
• Business models
• Innovation
• Funding and finance 

• Business
• Research base
• Enablers
• Government

• New and diverse communities
• Future investments and 

initiatives
• Policy



KTN Objectives

• Increase business led R&D

• Facilitate exploitation of R&D to capture more UK value from innovation

• Increase collaboration between businesses (B2B) & between businesses 
and the research base (B2R) for UK benefit

• Be the strategic partner of choice for innovation networking

• Provide breadth and depth of expertise for businesses looking to innovate



KTN Support for Business

• Access to grants (all relevant grants) and assets
• Access to funding and finance (private finance)
• Building the best consortium
• Building the best application
• Connecting through a supply chain (B2B, A and C)
• Connecting across sectors and technologies
• Signposting through innovation landscape
• Awareness of new market opportunities
• International innovation opportunities (Newton, Prosperity, 

Expert Missions)



Deep Expertise & Powerful Connections

Materials
Chemistry
Manufacturing

Agri-Food
Biosciences
Medical 
Biotechnology
Health

ICT
Electronics, 
Sensors & 
Phototonics
Defence & 
Security
Space

Built 
Environment
Transport
Energy

Creative 
Industries
Digital Economy
Design

Focus is on bringing together groups that would not normally meet

Sustainability, International, Access to Finance 



KTN Reach

200,000
420

32,800
55,00045,000

Network contacts 421 events with 32,867 
delegates in 
attendance

Over 55,000 active 
subscribers to our 

newsletter

We have networked 
with over 45,000 

organisations



Innovation Funding

NIHR

H2020

MRC

Excellence in Science IUK

Societal Challenges

Smart Awards

Investment Accelerator

Loans
KTP

SBRI

I4i and i4i Connect

Companies

Banks

FFF 

Day Job Angels  VC 

Early-stage VC 

Family OfficesIndividuals 

Leadership in KEITS

Health Technology Assessment (E, S, 
W & NI)

Efficacy and Mechanism Evaluation (E, S, W & NI)
Health Services Delivery Research (E, W & NI)

Public Health Research
BBSRC

EPSRC

Private

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Concept Seed Product Market



Catapults



SARS-Cov-2, COVID-19

KTN response has been quick and effective if a little responsive given the 
uncertainties of the pandemic and associated needs/drivers

• Ventilator Challenge

• PPE

• Vaccines Task Force

• Therapeutics Task Force

• Diagnostics

Over 28 separate COVID-19 funding calls 
including:

• Business led funding from Innovate UK

• Rapid response UKRI call (no specific budget 
and no closing date!)
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