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Innovation in regional business recovery 
plans and CSR

• Recharge The West Midlands laid out investment case of £3.2m for WM 
recovery and forms the regional “roadmap” to recovery: strong innovation 
‘golden thread’

• £66m already received, including 3 major infrastructure projects with strong 
innovation element – National Brownfield Institute; Very Light Rail National 
Innovation Centre; Birmingham Health Innovation Campus

• Submission to CSR has a large R&D and Innovation strand within the Business 
Resilience and Productivity package. This includes scaling up of the WM 
Innovation Programme.

https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/3975/west-midlands-economic-recovery-our-ask-and-offer-hd-spreads.pdf


Development of the Virtual Innovation 
Team
• Posts in place in business facing organisations for Low Carbon, 
Creative, Health (interim) and Construction (interim) and 
Manufacturing & Transport Technologies expected from October

• Discussions about further posts are ongoing across all other 
priority sectors and markets for WM

• Collaborative and cross-sector projects already being catalysed 
by the VIT, eg ‘Innovation Engine 3’


